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What’s customs ????

National / International Customs ?
Taxud / OLAF ?

RILOs ?
WCO ?

Why customs ?
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Customs organisation

24 June 2011
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Common  perception
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Common  perception

• Borders, immigration

• Collecting taxes, Revenues

• Protection/safety

Administrative ‐ control capacity
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Less common perception

US Customs

Investigative – operational capacity
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The Customs Investigation Service is the
”Criminal Police of the Customs Administration“

• Same rights, obligations and powers as the Swiss Police in Switzerland
(e.g. SWAT, Undercover Unit, Surveillance Units, Seizure, search of 
persons and rooms, hearing and arrests)

• + Special powers according to special law e.g.

• Federal Act on Medicinal Products and Medical Devices:
Customs Service has the power to stop and control shipments of
pharmaceuticals, containers, means of transport etc. on both the
import and export side without any suspicion.

• Federal Act on the Promotion of Sport and Exercise
The customs administration is authorized, to hold products 
drugs to the border or in a customs warehouse and to call on to 
the competent authority regarding anti‐doping fight.
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Customs assignement
Mission of customs authorities (Taxud):
Customs authorities shall be primarily responsible for the supervision of the
Community's international trade, […]. Customs authorities shall put in place
measures aimed, in particular, at the following:
• Protecting the financial interests of the Community and its Member

States;
• Protecting the Community from unfair and illegal trade while supporting

legitimate business activity;
• Ensuring the security and safety of the Community and its residents, and

the protection of the environment, where appropriate in close
cooperation with other authorities;

• Maintaining a proper balance between customs controls and facilitation of
legitimate trade.
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• Ensuring the security and the public health protection where
appropriate in close cooperation with other authorities;

Consequences

• Information exchange
• (Risk) Analysis
• Coordination

National / International 
cooperation
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Transit shipment from Greece to Portugal through Switzerland

Specific / actual case

International  customs cooperation

24.07.2014 at 14:51 pm
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Specific / actual case
Number of 

Units
Product

50 Primobolan Depot (Metenolon) 
100 mg

2.700 ECA Extrem New Diet Supp

18.000 T3 (Liothryonine sodium) 25 mg

37.500 Astralean (Clenbuterol) 40 mg

200 Somatrolic Recombinat 15 
i.u./Amp

9.600 Oxandrolic (Oxandrolone) 10 mg

18 Gonachor 2000 i.u. (Human 
Chorionic Gonadotropin)

4.800 Oxymetholic (Oxymetholone) 50 
Mg/Tab

3.576 Clomiphene Citrate 50 mg

11.520 Stanolic (Stanozonol) 10 mg

2.880 Methandrolic
(Mathendiostenolone) 10 mg

200 Parabolin (Trenbolone
Hexahydrobenzylcarbonate) 1
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Transit shipment from Greece to Portugal through Switzerland

Specific / actual case

24.07.2014 at 14:51 pm

24.07.2014 at 15:28 pm

25.07.2014 at 12:00

25.07.2014 at 16:00 pm
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26 Cantonal  

Pharmacists

• 26 cantonal police

Switzerland – Many competent authorities
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Unit set‐up on personal initiative in 2007 
mainly in the French part of Switzerland

Special anti‐doping task force
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Gathering information – The model of the Swiss customs
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• 2’168 shippers from 92 different countries

• 6’045 receivers in Switzerland

• 3’176 active pharmaceutical ingredients
• 1’056  different doping substances

• 5’952 pharmaceutical products ready for use

• 1’302 manufacturers
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Global RILO Network
11 Regional Intelligence Liaison Offices:
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Global RILO Network

RILO Western Europe 22 countries
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International cooperation
World Customs Organization
Abbreviation:WCO
Type:  Intergovernmental organization
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Membership: 178 customs administrations

Non nominal data

Data base of customs seizures and offences
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International cooperation
Aim

Supporting countries to efficiently fight against the illegal
trafficking of doping substances within their jurisdiction:

 reducing the quantity of these products entering into
distribution chains, sales platforms like the Internet and/or
black markets;

 restricting the availability of products and doping methods
 targeting new substances used;
 targeting criminal organisations involved in this trade and

depriving them from their illicit proceeds.
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…sharing information 
for a more effective 
network
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blaise.marclay@ezv.admin.ch

Thank you
for your attention !


