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PART ONE: INTRODUCTION, CODE PROVISIONS, INTERNATIONAL STANDARD 
PROVISIONS, AND DEFINITIONS 

1.0  Introduction and Scope 

The purpose of the International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories is to set out the 
relevant framework and procedures for ensuring Code Compliance by Signatories.   

Signatories to the World Anti-Doping Code (the Code) commit to comply with a number of legal, 
technical, and operational requirements that are set out in the Code and the accompanying 
International Standards. Such compliance is necessary to deliver harmonized, coordinated, and 
effective Anti-Doping Programs at the international and national level, so that Athletes and other 
stakeholders can experience doping-free competition on a level playing field wherever sport is 
played. 

The Code makes WADA responsible for monitoring and enforcing compliance by Signatories 
with the Code and the International Standards. The Code also requires Signatories to report on 
their compliance to WADA. Under the Code it is the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), not 
WADA, that is responsible for determining non-compliance and imposing consequences on 
Signatories if they do not accept WADAôs allegation of non-compliance and/or the Signatory 
Consequences proposed by WADA.      

The International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories sets out:  

¶ the roles, responsibilities, and procedures of the different bodies involved in WADAôs 

compliance monitoring function (Part Two, Section 6 Article 5); 

¶ the support and assistance that WADA will offer to Signatories in their efforts to comply with 

the Code and the International Standards (Part Two, Section 7 Article 6);  

¶ the means by which WADA will monitor compliance by Signatories with their obligations 

under the Code and the International Standards (Part Two, Section 8 Article 7);  

¶ the opportunities and support that WADA will offer to Signatories to correct Non-

Conformities before any formal action is taken (Part Two, Section 9 Article 8); 

¶ the process to be followed in determining non -compliance and the consequences of 

such non -compli ance if a Signatory fails to correct the Non-Conformities, the process to 
be followed to get CAS to hear and determine an allegation of non-compliance and to 
determine the Signatory Consequences of such non-compliance. This process mirrors, 
insofar as is appropriate and practicable, the process followed in determining Code non- 

compliance and the consequences Consequences of such non-compliance for Athletes 

and other individuals Persons (Part Two, Section 10 Articles 9 and 10; Annexes A and B);   

¶ the range of potential consequences that might be imposed for non -  compliance, 

and the principles to be applied by CAS to determine the consequences Signatory 
Consequences to be imposed in a particular case, depending on the facts and 

circumstances of that case (Part Two, Section 11); Article 10; Annexes A and B); 

¶ the procedures that WADA will follow to ensure that a Signatory that has been determined 
to be non-compliant, is Reinstated as quickly as possible once it has corrected that non-

compliance (Part Two, Section 12). Article 11); and 
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¶ the transitional provisions applicable to proceedings pending as of 1 January 2021 (Part 
Two, Article 12). 

The ultimate objective is to ensure that strong, Code-compliant anti-doping rules and programs 
are applied and enforced consistently and effectively across all sports and all countries, so that 
clean Athletes can have confidence that there is fair competition on a level playing field, and 
public confidence in the integrity of sport can be maintained. However, the International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories is flexible enough to recognize certain priorities. 

In particular, it includes specific provisions (including a special fast-  track process) to enable 
WADA to take urgent and effective action to address instances of deliberate/bad faith non-

compliance with critical Critical Code requirements. Beyond that, it It also gives WADA 
discretion to prioritize its compliance efforts in particular areas and/or with particular Signatories. 
Most importantly, Signatories who are seeking in good faith to comply with the Code will be 
encouraged and supported to achieve and maintain full Code Compliance. The desire is always 
to have Signatories address any compliance issues voluntarily. Having a Signatory declared 
non- compliant and Signatory Consequences imposed is the last resort, to be pursued only 

where the Signatory has failed, despite every encouragement, to take thenecessary 

corrective actions within the required timeline scorrect its Non-Conformities.   

In the interests of transparency and accountability, WADA may publish as much detail as it 
considers appropriate about its general compliance monitoring program. It may also publish 
information about activities and outcomes in respect of individual Signatories who have been 
the subject of specific action under the program. 

Terms used in this International Standard that are defined terms from the Code are written in 
italics italicized. Terms that are defined in this or another International Standard (see Part 

One, Articles 4.2 and 4.3) are underlined. 

2.0  Relevant Code and International Standard for Laboratories Provisions 

The following provisions articles in the Code are directly relevant to the International Standard 

for Code Compliance by Signatories Compliance by Signatories. They can be obtained by 
referring to the Code itself:  

 

PURPOSE, SCOPE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE WORLD ANTI -  DOPING 

PROGRAM AND THE CODE  
 

The purposes of the World Anti -Doping Code and the World Anti -Doping 
Program which supports it are:  

 

·To protect the Athletesôfundamental right to participate in doping -  free 
sport and thus promote health, fairness and equality 
for Athletes worldwide, and  

 

·To ensure harmonized, coordinated and effective anti -doping programs at 

the international and national level with regard to detection, deterrence 
and prevention o f doping.  

 

PART ONE DOPING CONTROL INTRODUCTION  
 

Part One of the Codesets forth specific anti -doping rules and principles that 
are to be followed by organizations responsible for adopting, implementing or 
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enforcing anti -doping rules within their authority, e.g. the International 
Olympic Committee, International Paralympic Committee, International 
Federations, National Olympic Committees and Paralympic Committees, Major 

Event Organizations , and National Anti -Doping Organizations.All such 

organizations are collect ively referred to as Anti -Doping Organizations.  
 

All provisions of the Codeare mandatory in substance and must be followed as 
applicable by each Anti -Doping Organization and Athlete or 

other Person. TheCodedoes not, however, replace or eliminate the need for 
compr ehensive anti - doping rules to be adopted by each Anti -Doping 
Organization. é 

¶ Article 12  SANCTIONS  AGAINST  SIGNATORIES  AND
 AGAINST SPORTING BODIES THAT ARE NOT SIGNATORIES  

 

12.1The International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories sets out 

when and how WADAmay proceed against a Signatory for failure to 
comply with its obligations under the Codeand/or the International 

Standards , and identifies the range of possible sanctions that may be 
imposed on the Signatory for such non -compliance .  

 

12.2Nothing in the Codeor the International Standard for Code Compliance by 

Signatories restricts the ability of any Signatory or government to take 
action under its own rules to enforce the obligation on any other 
sporting body over which it has authority to comply with, impl ement, 

uphold and enforce the Codewithin that body's area of competence.  

 

 
 

 
 

Article 13 APPEALS  
 

é 
 

13.6 Appeals from decisions under Article 23.5.5  
 

A notice that is not disputed and so becomes a final decision under 
Article 23.5.5, finding a Signatory non -compliant with the Codeand 

imposing consequences for such non -compliance, as well as conditions 
for reinstatement of the Signatory , may be appealed to CASas provided 

in the International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.  
 

PART 3  ROLES AND RESPO NSIBILITIES  

AllSignatories shall act in a spirit of partnership and collaboration in order to 
ensure the success of the fight against doping in sport and the respect of 

the Code . 
 

[Comment: Responsibilities for Signatories and Athletes or other Persons are 

addressed in various Articles in the Code and the responsibilities listed in this part are 

additional to these responsibilities.]  
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Article  20  ADDITIONAL  ROLES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF 
SIGNATORIES  

 

20.1Roles  and  Responsibilities  of  the  International  Olympic 

Committee  
 

20.1.1To adopt and implement anti -doping policies and rules for the 

Olympic Games which conform with the Code . 
 

20.1.2To require as a condition of recognition by the International 

Olympic Committee that International Federations and National 

Olymp ic Committees within the Olympic Movement are in 
compliance with the Code . 

 

20.1.3To withhold some or all Olympic funding and/or other benefits 

from sport organizations that are not in compliance with 
the Code , where required under Article 23.5.  

 

20.1.4To take appropriate action to discourage non -  compliance 

with the Code , in accordance with Article 23.5 and the 
International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.  

 

20.1.5To authorize and facilitate the Independent Observer 

Program .  
 

20.1.6To require all Athletes and each Athlete Support 

Person whoparticipates as coach, trainer, manager, team staff, 
official, medical or paramedical personnel in the Olympic Games 

to agree to be bound by anti -doping rules in conformity with 
the Codeas a condition of such partici pation.  

 

20.1.7To vigorously pursue all potential anti -doping rule violations 

within its jurisdiction including investigation into whether Athlete 
Support Personnel or other Persons may have been involved in 
each case of doping.  

 

20.1.8To accept bids for the Olympic Games only from countries 

where the government has ratified, accepted, approved or 

acceded to the UNESCO Convention and the National Olympic 
Committee , National Paralympic Committee and National Anti -

Doping Organization are in compliance with the Code . 
 

20.1.9To promote anti -doping education.  

20.1.10To cooperate with relevant national organizations and 

agencies and other Anti -Doping Organizations . 
 

20.2Roles and Responsibilities of the International Paralympic Committee  
 

20.2.1To adopt and implement anti -doping policies and rules for the 

Paralympic Games which conform with the Code . 
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20.2.2To require as a condition of membership of the International 

Paralympic Committee, that International Federations and 
National Paralympic Committees within the Paralympic 

Movement are in compliance with the Code . 
 

20.2.3To withhold some or all Paralympic funding and/or other 

benefits fromsport organizations that are not in compliance with 
the Code , where required under Article 23.5.  

 

20.2.4To take appropriate action to discou rage non -  compliance 

with the Code , in accordance with Article 23.5 and the 
International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.  

 

20.2.5To authorize and facilitate the Independent Observer 

Program .  
 

20.2.6To require all Athletes and each Athlete Support Person who 

participates as coach, trainer, manager, team staff, official, 

medical or paramedical personnel in the Paralympic Games to 
agree to be bound by anti -doping rules in conformity with 

the Codeas a condition of such participation.  
 

20.2.7To vigorously  pursue all potential anti -doping rule violations 

within its jurisdiction including investigation into whether Athlete 
Support Personnel or other Persons may have been involved in 
each case of doping.  

 

20.2.8To promoteanti -doping education.  
 

20.2.9To cooperate  with relevant national organizations and 

agencies and other Anti -Doping Organizations . 
 

20.3Roles and Responsibilities of International Federations  
 

20.3.1To adopt and implement anti -doping policies and rules which 

conform with the Code . 
 

20.3.2To require as a condition of membership that the policies, 

rules and programs of their National Federations and other 

members are in compliance with the Code , and to take 
appropriate action to enforce that condition.  

 

20.3.3To require all Athletes and each Athlete Suppor t Person who 
participates as coach, trainer, manager, team staff, official, medical or 
paramedical personnel in a Competition or activity authorized or 

organized by the International Federation or one of its member 
organizations to agree to be bound by anti -doping rules in conformity 
with the Codeas a condition of such participation.  

 

20.3.4To require Athletes who are not regular members of the 

International Federation or one of its member National 
Federations to be available for Sample collection and to provide 
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accurate and up - to -date whereabouts information as part of the 
International FederationôsRegistered Testing Poolconsistent with 

the conditions for eligibility established by the International 

Federation or, as applicable, the Major Event Organization .  
 

[Comment to Article 20.3.4:This would include, for example, Athletes from 

professional leagues.]  
 

20.3.5To require each of their National Federations to establish 

rules requiring all Athletes and each Athlete Support Person who 
participates as coach, trainer,m anager, team staff, official, 

medical or paramedical personnel in a Competition or activity 
authorized or organized by a National Federation or one of its 
member organizations to agree to be bound by anti -  doping rules 

and Anti -Doping Organization results mana gement authority in 
conformity with the Codeas a condition of such participation.  

 

20.3.6To require National Federations to report any information 

suggesting or relating to an anti -doping rule violation to 

their National Anti -DopingOrganization and International 
Federation and to cooperate with investigations conducted by 

any Anti -Doping Organization with authority to conduct the 
investigation.  

 

20.3.7To take appropriate action to discourage non -  compliance 

with the Code , in accordance with Article 23.5  and the 
International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.  

 

20.3.8To authorize and facilitate the Independent Observer 

Program at International Events . 
 

20.3.9To withhold some orall funding to their member National 

Federations that are not in compliance with the Code . 
 

20.3.10To vigorously pursue all potential anti -doping rule violations 

within their jurisdiction including investigation into 

whether Athlete Support Personnel or other Person s may have 
been involved in each case of doping, to ensure proper 
enforcement of Consequences , and to conduct an automatic 

investigation of Athlete Support Personnel in the case of any anti -
doping rule violation involving a Minor or Athlete Support  

Person who has provided support to more than one Athlete found to 
have comm itted an anti -doping rule violation.  

 

20.3.11To accept bids for World Championships and 

other International Events only from countries where the 
government has ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to 

the UNESCO Convention and the National Olympic 
Committee and National Anti -Doping Organization are in 
compliance with the Code . 

 



 
 
 
 

ISCCS ï January 2021                  Page 11 of 7 

20.3.12To promote anti -doping education, including requiring 

National Federations to conduct anti -doping education in 
coordination with the applicable National Anti -Doping 

Organization .  
 

20.3.13To cooperate with relevant national organizations 

andagencies and other Anti -Doping Organizations . 
 

20.3.14To cooperate fully with WADA in connection with 

investigations conducted by WADApursuant to Article 20.7.10.  
 

20.3.15To have disciplinary rules in  place and require National 

Federations to have disciplinary rules in place to prevent Athlete 
Support Personnel who are Using Prohibited 

Substances or Prohibited Methods without valid justification from 
providing support to Athletes within the International Feder ationôs 

or National Federationôs authority. 
 

20.4Roles and Responsibilities of National Olympic Committee s and 

National Paralympic Committees.  
 

20.4.1To ensure that their anti -doping policies and rules conform 

with the Code . 
 

20.4.2To require as a condition of membership or recognition that 

National Federationsô anti-doping policies and rules are in 

compliance with the applicable provisions of the Code , and to take 
appropriate action to enforce that condition.  

 

20.4.3To respect the autonomy of the National Anti -Doping 

Organization in their country and not to interfere in its operational 

decisions and activities.  
 

20.4.4To require National Federations to report any information 

suggesting or relating to an anti -doping rule violation to 

their National Anti -Doping  Organization and International 
Federation and to cooperate with investigations conducted by 

any Anti -Doping Organization with authority to conduct the 
investigation.  

 

20.4.5To require as a condition of participation in the Olympic 

Games and Paralympic Games that, at a minimum, Athletes who 

are not regular members of a National Federation be available 
for Sample collection and to provide whereabouts information as 
required by the International Standard for Testing and 

Investigations as soon as the Athlete is identif ied on the long list 
or subsequent entry document submitted in connection with the 

Olympic Games or Paralympic Games.  
 

20.4.6To cooperate with their National Anti -Doping Organization and 

to work with their government to establish a National Anti -Doping 

Organi zation where one does not already exist, provided that in 
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the interim, the National Olympic Committee or its designee shall 
fulfil the responsibility of a National Anti -Doping Organization .  

 

20.4.6.1For those countries that are members of a Regional 

Anti -Doping  Organization , the National Olympic 

Committee , in cooperation with the government, shall 
maintain an active and supportive role with their 
respective Regional Anti -Doping Organizations . 

 

20.4.7To require each of their National Federations to establish 

rules (or other means) requiring each Athlete Support Person who 

participates as a coach, trainer, manager, team staff, official, 
medical or paramedical personnel in a Competition or activity 

authorized or organized by a National Federation or one of its 
member orga nizations to agree to be bound by anti -  doping rules 

and Anti -Doping Organization results management authority in 
conformity with the Codeas a condition of such participation.  

 

20.4.8To withhold some or all funding, during any period of his or 

her Ineligibilit y , to any Athlete or Athlete Support Person who has 
violated anti -doping rules.  

 

20.4.9To withhold some or all funding to their member or 

recognized National Federations that are not in compliance with 
the Code . 

 

20.4.10To vigorously pursue all potential anti -doping rule violations 

within their jurisdiction including investigation into 

whether Athlete Support Personnel or other Person s may have 
been involved in each case of doping.  

 

20.4.11To promote anti -doping education, including requiring 

National Federat ions to conduct anti -doping education in 

coordination with the applicable National Anti -Doping 
Organization .  

 

20.4.12To cooperate with relevant national organizations and 

agencies and other Anti -Doping Organizations . 
 

20.4.13To have disciplinary rules in pla ce to prevent Athlete Support 

Personnel who are Using Prohibited Substances or  

Prohibited Methods without valid justification from providing 
support to Athletes within the National Olympic Committeeôsor 
National Paralympic Committeeôs authority. 

 

20.5Roles  and  Responsibilities  of  National  Anti -Doping 

Organizations .  
 

20.5.1To be independent in their operational decisions and 

activities.  
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20.5.2To adopt and implement anti -doping rules and policies which 

conform with the Code . 
 

20.5.3To cooperate with other relevant  national organizations and 

agencies and other Anti -Doping Organizations . 
 

20.5.4To encourage reciprocal Testing between National Anti -  Doping 

Organizations .  
 

20.5.5To promote anti -doping research.  
 

20.5.6Where funding is provided, to withhold some or all funding, 

during any period of his or her Ineligibility , to any Athlete orAthlete 

Support Person who has violated anti -doping rules.  
 

20.5.7To vigorously pursue all potential anti -doping rule violations 

within their jurisdiction including investigation into 
whe ther Athlete Support Personnel or other Person s may have 
been involved in each case of doping and to ensure proper 

enforcement of Consequences . 
 

20.5.8To promote anti -doping education.  
 

20.5.9To conduct an automatic investigation of Athlete Support 

Personnel within their jurisdiction in the case of any anti -doping 

rule violation by a Minor and to conduct an automatic investigation 
of any Athlete Support Person who has provided support to more 

than one Athlete found to have committed an anti -doping rule 
violation.  

 

20.5.10To cooperate fully with WADA in connection with 

investigations conducted by WADApursuant to Article 20.7.10.  
 

[Comment to Article 20.5: For some smaller countries, a number of the 

responsibilities described in this Article may be delegated by their National Anti -  

Doping Organization to a Regional Anti -Doping Organization.]  
 

20.6Roles and Responsibilities of Major Event Organizations.  
 

20.6.1To adopt and implement anti -doping policies and rules for 

their Events which conform with the Code . 

20.6.2To take appropriate action to discourage non -  compliance 

with the Code , in accordance with Article 23.5 and the 
International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.  

 

20.6.3To authorize and facilitate the Independent Observer 

Program .  
 

20.6.4To requireall Athletes and each Athlete Support Person who 

participates as coach, trainer, manager, team staff, official, 
medical or paramedical personnel in the Event to agree to be 
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bound by anti -doping rules in conformity with the Codeas a 
condition of such participation.  

 

20.6.5To vigorously pursue all potential anti -doping rule violations 

within its jurisdiction including investigation into whether Athlete 
Support Personnel or other Person s may have been involved in 
each case of doping.  

 

20.6.6To accept bids for Events only from countries where the 

government has ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to 
the UNESCO Convention and the National Olympic 

Committee and National Anti -Doping Organization are in 
compliance with the Code . 

 

20.6.7To promote anti -doping education.  
 

20.6.8To c ooperate with relevant national organizations and 

agencies and other Anti -Doping Organizations . 
 

20.7Roles and Responsibilities of WADA . 
 

20.7.1To adopt and implement policies and procedures which 

conform with the Code . 
 

20.7.2To provide support and guidance to Signatories in their efforts 

to comply with the Codeand the International Standards , to 
monitor such compliance by Signatories , to notify Signatories of 

instances of non -conformity and explain what must be done to 
correct them, to secure the imposition of appr opriate 

consequences when a Signatory does not correct the non -
conformity, as well as conditions that the Signatory must satisfy 
in order to be reinstated to the list of Code -  compliant Signatories , 

and to verify the fulfilment of those conditions, all in accord ance 
with the International Standard for Code Compliance by 

Signatories.  
 

20.7.3To approve International Standards applicable to the 

implementation of the Code . 
 

20.7.4To accredit and reaccredit laboratories to 

conduct Sample analysis or to approve others to 
conduct Sample analysis.  

20.7.5To develop and publishguidelines and models of best 

practice.  
 

20.7.6To promote, conduct, commission, fund and coordinate anti -

doping research and to promote anti -doping education.  
 

20.7.7To design and conduct an effective Independent Observer 

Program and other types of Event advisory programs.  
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20.7.8To conduct, in exceptional circumstances and  at the direction 

of the WADADirector General, Doping Control s on its own initiative 

or as requested by other Anti -Doping Organizations , and to 

cooperate with relevant national and international organizations 
and agencies, including but not limited to, facilitating inquiries 
and investigations.  

 

[Comment to Article 20.7.8: WADA is not a Testing agency, but it reserves the right, 

in exceptio nal circumstances, to conduct its own tests where problems have been 

brought to the attention of the relevant Anti -Doping Organization and have not been 

satisfactorily addressed.]  
 

20.7.9To approve, in consultation with International 

Federations, National A nti -Doping Organizations , and Major Event 
Organization s, defined Testing and Sample analysis programs.  

 

20.7.10To initiate its own investigations of anti -doping rule 

violations and other activities that may facilitate doping.  

 

 
PART FOUR ACCEPTANCE, COMPLIANCE,  MODIFICATION AND 

INTERPRETATION  
 

Article 23 ACCEPTANCE, COMPLIANCE AND MODIFICATION  
 

23.1Acceptance of the Code 
 

23.1.1The following entities shall be Signatories accepting 

the Code : WADA , the International Olympic Committee, 

International Federations, the International Paralympic 
Committee, National Olympic Committees , National Paralympic 

Committees, Major Event Organizations , and National Anti -  
Doping Organizations . These entities shall accept the Codeby 
signing a declaration of acceptance upon approval by eac h of 

their respective governing bodies.  
 

[Comment to Article 23.1.1: Each accepting Signatory will separately sign an identical 

copy of the standard form common declaration of acceptance and deliver it to WADA. 

The act of acceptance willbe as authorized by  the organic documents of each 

organization. For example, an International Federation by its Congress and WADA by 

its Foundation Board.]  

23.1.2Other sport organizations that may not be under the control 

of a Signatory may, upon WADAôsinvitation, also become 
aSignatory by accepting the Code . 

 

[Comment to Article 23.1.2: Those professional leagues that are not currently under 

the jurisdiction of any government or International Federation will be encouraged to 

accept the Code.]  
 

23.1.3A list of all acceptances will  be made public by WADA . 
 

23.2Implementation of the Code  
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23.2.1TheSignatories shall implement applicable Codeprovisions 

through policies, statutes, rules or regulations according to their 
authority and within their relevant spheres of responsibility.  

 

23.2.2The following Articles as applicable to the scope of the anti -

doping activity which the Anti -Doping Organization performs must 

be implemented by Signatories without substantive change 
(allowing for any non -substantive changes to the language in 
order to refer to the organizationôs name, sport, section 

numbers, etc.):  
 

ÅArticle 1 (Definition of Doping)  
 

ÅArticle 2 (Anti -Doping Rule Violations)  
 

ÅArticle 3 (Proof of Doping)  
 

ÅArticle 4.2.2 ( Specified Substances )  
 

ÅArticle 4.3.3 ( WADAôsDetermination of the Prohibited List )  
 

ÅArticle 7.11 (Retirement from Sport)  
 

ÅArticle 9 (Automatic Disqualification of Individual Results)  

ÅArticle 10 (Sanctions on Individuals)  12 Sanctions by Signatories 
Against Other Sporting Bodies 

¶ Article 11 (Consequences to Teams)  

ÅArticle 13 ( 13.6 Appeals) with the exception of 13.2.2, 13.6, 

and 13.7  

ÅArticle 15.1 (Recognition of  from Decisions)Å under Article 17 (Statute 

of Limitations) 24.1 

¶ Article 20 Additional Roles and Responsibilities of Signatories and WADA 

¶ Article 24 (Interpr etation of the Code )  

ÅAppendix 1 ï Definitions  
 

No additional provision may be added to a Signatoryôsrules which 
changes the effect of the Articles enumerated in this Article. 
ASignatoryôsrules must expressly acknowledge the Commentary 

of the Codeand endow the Commentary with the same status that 
it has in the Code . 

 

[Comment to Article23.2.2: Nothing in the Code precludes an Anti -Doping 

Organization from adopting and enforcing its own specific disciplinary rules for 

conduct by Athlete Support Personnel relat ed to doping but which does not, in and of 

itself, constitute an anti - doping rule violation under the Code. For example, a National 

or International Federation could refuse to renew the license of a coach when multiple 

Athletes have committed anti -doping r ule violations while under that coachôs 

supervision.]  
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23.2.3In implementing the Code , the Signatories are encouraged to 

use the models of best practice recommended by WADA . 
 

23.3Implementation of Anti -Doping Programs.  
 

Signatories shall devote sufficient resources in order to implementanti -doping 

programs that are compliant in all areas with the Codeand 
the International Standards .  

 

23.4Compliance with the Code 
 

Signatories shall not be considered in compliance with the Codeuntil they 
have accepted and implemented the Code in accordance with Articles 

23.1, 23.2, and 23.3. They shall no longer be considered in compliance 
once acceptance has been withdrawn.  

 

23.5Monitoring and Enforcing Compliance with the Code  
 

23.5.1Compliance by Signatorieswith the Codeand  the International 

Standards shall be monitored by WADA inaccordance with the 
International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.  

 

23.5.2To facilitate such monitoring, each Signatory shall report 

to WADAon its compliance with the Codeand the International 
Standards as and when required by WADA . As part of that 
reporting, the Signatory shall provide accurately all of the 

information requested by WADAand shall explain the actions it is 
taking to correct any non -conformities.  

 

23.5.3Failure by a Signatory to provide accurate information in 

accordance with Article 23.5.2 itself constitutes an instance of 
non -conformity with the Code , as does failure by a Signatory to 
submit accurate information to WADAwhere required by other 

Articles of the Codeor by the InternationalStanda rd for Code 
Compliance by Signatories.  

23.5.4In cases of non -conformity (whether with reporting 

obligations or otherwise), WADAshall follow the corrective 
procedures set out in the International Standard for Code 

Compliance by Signatories. If the Signatory fails to correct the 
non -conformity within the specified timeframe, then (following 
approval of such course by WADAôs Executive 

Committee) WADAshall send a formal notice to the Signatory , 
asserting that the Signatory is non -compliant, specifying the 

consequence s that WADAproposes should apply for such non -  
compliance, and specifying the conditions that WADAproposes 
the Signatory should have to satisfy in order to be reinstated to 

the list of Code -compliant Signatories . That notice will be publicly 
reported in accordan ce with the International Standard for Code 

Compliance by Signatories .  
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23.5.5If the Signatory does not dispute WADA's assertion of non -

compliance or the consequences or reinstatement conditions 
proposed by WADAwithin twenty -one days of receipt of the formal 

notice, the assertion will be deemed admitted and the 
consequences and reinstatement conditions will be deemed 
accepted, the notice will automatically become a final decision, 

and (subject only to any appeal filed in accordance with Article 
13.6) it will b e enforceable with immediate effect in accordance 

with Article 23.5.9. The decision will be publicly reported as 
provided in the International Standard forCode Compliance by 

Signatories.  
 

23.5.6If the Signatory wishes to dispute WADA's assertion of non -

complia nce, and/or the consequences and/or the reinstatement 
conditions proposed by WADA , it must notify WADA in writing 

within twenty -one days of its receipt of the notice 
from WADA .WADAshall then file a formal notice of dispute 
with CASand that dispute will be resol ved by the CASOrdinary 

Arbitration Division in accordance with the International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories. WADAshall have 

the burden of proving, on the balance of probabilities, that 
the Signatory is non -compliant. If the CASPanel decides 
tha tWADAhas met that burden, and if the Signatory has also 

disputed the consequences and/or the reinstatement 
conditionsproposed by WADA , the CASPanel will also consider, by 

reference to the relevant provisions of the International Standard 
for Code Compliance by  Signatories, what consequences should 
be imposed and/or what conditions the Signatory should be 

required to satisfy in order to be reinstated.  
 

23.5.7WADAwill publicly report the fact that the case has been 

referred to CASfor determination .Each of the 
follow ing Persons shall have the right to intervene and participate 

as a party in the case, provided it gives notice of its intervention 
within 10 days of such publication by WADA : (a) the  

International Olympic Committee and/or the International 

Paralympic Committe e (as applicable), and the National Olympic 
Committee and/or the National Paralympic Committee (as 

applicable), where the decision may have an effect in relation to 
the Olympic Games or Paralympic Games (including decisions 
affecting eligibility to attend/pa rticipate in the Olympic Games or 

Paralympic Games);and (b) an International Federation, where 
the decision may have an effect on participation in the 

International Federation's World Championships/ International 
Events and/or on a bid that has been submitte d for a country to 
host the International Federation's World Championships. Any 

other Person wishing to participate as a party in the case must 
apply to CASwithin 10 days of publication by WADAof the fact that 

the case has been referred to CASfor determination. CASshall 
permit such intervention (i) ifall other parties in the case agree; 
or (ii) if the applying Person demonstrates a sufficient legal 
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interest in the outcome of the case to justify its participation as 
a party.  

 

23.5.8CAS'sdecision resolving the dispute will be publicly reported 

by CASand by WADA . Subject to the right under Swiss law to 
challenge that decision before the Swiss Federal Tribunal, the 
decision shall be final and enforceable with immediate effect in 

accordancewith Article 23.5.9.  
 

23.5.9The following decisions are applicable worldwide, and shall 

be recognized, respected and given full effect by all 

other Signatories in accordance with their authority and within 
their respective spheres of responsibility: (a) final decisions 

issued in accor dance with Article 23.5.5 (subject to any appeal 
under Article 13.6) or Article 23.5.8, determining that 

aSignatory is non -compliant, and/or imposing consequences for 
such non -compliance, and/or setting conditions that the Signatory has 

to satisfy in order to be reinstated to the list of Code-

compliant Signatories ; and (b) final decisions issued in 
accordance with Article 23.5.10, determining that a Signatory has 
not yet met all of the reinstatement conditions imposed on it and 

therefore is not yet entitled to be r einstated to the list of Code -
compliant Signatories .  

 

23.5.10If a Signatory wishes to dispute WADA's assertion that 

the Signatory has not yet met all of the reinstatement conditions 

imposed on it and therefore is not yet entitled to be reinstated 
to the list of Code-compliant Signatories , the Signatory must file a 
formal notice of dispute with CAS(with a copy to WADA ) within 

twenty -one days of its receipt of the assertion from WADA . The 
dispute will be resolved by the CASOrdinary Arbitration Division 

in accordance with Articles 23.5.6 to 23.5.8. It will 
beWADA's burden to prove on the balance of probabilities that 
the Signatory has not yet met all of the reinstatement conditions 

imposed on it and therefore is not yet entitled to be reinstated.  

23.6Monitoring Compliance with  the Monitoring and Enforcing Compliance with the 
Code and UNESCO Convention 

Compliance with the commitments reflected in the UNESCO 
Convention will be monitored as determined by the Conference of 

Parties to the UNESCO Convention , following consultation with the State 
Parties and WADA .WADAshall advise governments on the 

implementation of the Codeby the Signatories and shall 
advise Signatories on the ratification, acceptance, approval or accession 

to the UNESCO Convention by governments. . 

 

 
3.0  Relevant  Provisions  of  the  International 
Standard for Laboratories  
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The following provisions articles in the International Standard for Laboratories are directly 

relevant to the International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories:  

 

4.1  Applying for a WADA Laboratory Accreditation  
 

é 
 

4.1.2  Submitting initial application form  

The candidate laboratory shall complete the necessary information in 
the Application Form as provided by WADA and deliver this to WADA. 
The Application shall be signed by the Laboratory Director a nd, if 

relevant, by the Director of the host organization.  

At this stage, WADA will verify the existence of a National Anti -Doping 

Program (compliant with the Codeand International Standards ) in the 
country where the candidate laboratory is located, the rati fication of 

the UNESCO Convention against Doping in Sport by the host country of 
the candidate laboratory, as well as the payment of the nationôs 

financial contributions to WADA. . They can be obtained by referring to the 
International Standard for Laboratories itself:   

¶ Article 4.1.2 Applicant Laboratory, Submit Initial Application Form 

¶ Article 4.8.1.2 Applicant Laboratory for WADA approval for the ABP, Submit Initial 
Application Form. 

3.0  4.0 Definitions and Interpretation 

3.1 4.1 Defined terms from the 2015 2021 Code that are used in the International 

Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories 

ADAMS: The Anti-Doping Administration and Management System is a Web-based 
database management tool for data entry, storage, sharing, and reporting designed to 
assist stakeholders and WADA in their anti-doping operations in conjunction with data 
protection legislation. 

Adverse Analytical Finding: A report from a WADAï-accredited laboratory or other 
WADA-approved laboratory that, consistent with the International Standard for 

Laboratories andrelated Technical Documents, identifies establishes in a Sample the 

presence of a Prohibited Substance or its Metabolites or Markers (including elevated 

quantities of endogenous substances) or evidence of the Use of a Prohibited Method. 

Adverse Passport Finding: A report identified as an Adverse Passport Finding as 
described in the applicable International Standards.  

Anti - Doping Organization : A Aggravating Factors: Thisterm encompasses a 
deliberate attempt to circumvent or undermine the Code or the International Standards 
and/or to corrupt the anti -doping system, an attempt to cover up non-compliance, or any 
other form of bad faith on the part of the Signatory in question; a persistent refusal or 
failure by the Signatory to make any reasonable effort to correct Non-Conformities that 
are notified to it by WADA;repe at offending; and any other factor that aggravates the 
Signatoryôs non-compliance.  
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Anti-Doping Activities: Anti-doping Educationand information, test distribution 
planning, maintenance of a Registered Testing Pool, managing Athlete Biological 
Passports, conducting Testing, organizing analysis of Samples, gathering of intelligence 
and conduct of investigations, processing of TUE applications,Results Management, 
hearings, monitoring and enforcing compliance with any Consequences imposed, and all 
other activi ties related to anti-doping to be carried out by or on behalf of an Anti-Doping 
Organization, as set out in the Code and/or the International Standards.  

Anti-Doping Organization: WADA or a Signatory that is responsible for adopting rules 
for initiating, implementing or enforcing any part of the Doping Control process. This 
includes, for example, the International Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic 

Committee, other Major Event Organizations that conduct Testing at their Events,WADA , 

International Federations, and National Anti-Doping Organizations .Doping 
Organizations. 

Approved Third Party: One or more Anti -Doping Organizations and/or Delegated Third 
Partiesselected or approved by WADA, following consultation with the non -compliant 
Signatory, to Supervise or Takeover some or all of that Signatoryôs Anti-Doping Activities. 
As a last resort, if there is no other suitable body available, then WADA may carry out this 
function itself.  

Athlete: Any Person who competes in sport at the international level (as defined by each 
International Federation) or the national level (as defined by each National Anti-Doping 
Organization). An Anti-Doping Organization has discretion to apply anti-doping rules to an 
Athlete who is neither an International-Level Athlete nor a National-Level Athlete, and thus 
to bring them within the definition of ñAthlete.ò [é] 

Athlete Biological Passport: The program and methods of gathering and collating data 
as described in the International Standard for Testing and Investigations and International 
Standard for Laboratories. 

Athlete Support Personnel: Any coach, trainer, manager, agent, team staff, official, 
medical, paramedical personnel, parent or any other Person working with, treating or 

assisting an Athlete participating in or preparing for sports Competition competition. 
 
Atypical Finding: A report from a WADA-accredited laboratory or other WADA-approved 
laboratory which requires further investigation as provided by the International Standard 
for Laboratories or related Technical Documents prior to the determination of an Adverse 
Analytical Finding. 

CAS: The Court of Arbitration for Sport. 

Code: The World Anti-Doping Code. 

Consequences of Anti-Doping Rule Violations (ñConsequencesò): An Athleteôs or 
other Personôs violation of an anti-doping rule may result in one or more of the following: 
(a) Disqualification means the Athleteôs results in a particular Competition or Event are 
invalidated, with all resulting Consequences including forfeiture of any medals, points and 
prizes; (b) Ineligibility means the Athlete or other Person is barred on account of an anti-
doping rule violation for a specified period of time from participating in any Competition or 
other activity or funding as provided in Article 10.14.11; (c) Provisional Suspension means 

                                                        
1  Code Article 10.14.1. 
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the Athlete or other Person is barred temporarily from participating in any Competition or 
activity prior to the final decision at a hearing conducted under Article 82; (d) Financial 
Consequences means a financial sanction imposed for an anti-doping rule violation or to 
recover costs associated with an anti-doping rule violation; and (e) Public Disclosure 
means the dissemination or distribution of information to the general public or Persons 
beyond those Persons entitled to earlier notification in accordance with Article 143.  Teams 
in Team Sports may also be subject to Consequences as provided in Article 114. 

Critical: A requirement that is considered to be Critical to the fight against doping in sport.  
See further Annex A of the International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories. 

Delegated Third Party: Any Person to which an Anti-Doping Organization delegates any 
aspect of Doping Control or anti-doping Education programs including, but not limited to, 
third parties or otherAnti -Doping Organizations that conduct Sample collection or other 
Doping Control services or anti-doping Educational programs for the Anti-Doping 
Organization, or individuals serving as independent contractors who perform Doping 
Control services for the Anti-Doping Organization (e.g., non-employee Doping Control 
officers or chaperones). This definition does not include CAS.  

Doping Control: All steps and processes from test distribution planning through to 
ultimate disposition of any appeal and the enforcement of Consequences, including all 

steps and processes in betweensuch as provision of , including but not limited to, 

Testing, investigations, whereaboutsinformation , TUEs, Sample collection and handling, 

laboratory analysis, TUEs, results management and Results Management, hearings 
and appeals, and investigations or proceedings relating to violations of Article 10.145 
(Status During Ineligibility or Provisional Suspension).  

Education: The process of learning to instill values and develop behaviors that foster and 
protect the spirit of sport, and to prevent intentional and unintentional doping. 

Event: A series of individual Competitions conducted together under one ruling body (e.g., 

the Olympic Games, FINAWorld Championships of an International Federation, or Pan 
American Games). 

Fine: Payment by the Signatory of an amount that reflects the seriousness of the non-
compliance/Aggravating  Factors,its duration, and the need to deter similar conduct in the 
future. In a case that does not involve non-compliance with any Critical requirements, the 
Fine shall not exceed the lower of (a) 10% of the Signatoryôs total annual budgeted 
expenditure;and (b) US$100,000. TheFinewill be applied by WADA to finance further 
Codecompliance monitoring activities and/or anti-doping Education and/or anti-doping 
research. 

General: A requirement that is considered to be important to the fight against doping in 
sport but does not fall into the categories of Critical or High Priority. See further Annex A  
of the International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories.   

                                                        
2  Code Article 8. 
3  Code Article 14. 
4  Code Article 11. 
5  Code Article 10.14.  
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High Priority: A requirement that is considered to be High Prioritybut not Critical in the 
fight against doping in sport. See further Annex A of the International Standard for Code 
Compliance by Signatories. 

Independent Observer Program: A team of observers and/or auditors, under the 
supervision of WADA, who observe and provide guidance on the Doping Control process 

at prior to or during certain Events and report on their observations as part of WADAôs 
compliance monitoring program.  

International Event: An Event or Competition where the International Olympic 
Committee, the International Paralympic Committee, an International Federation, a Major 
Event Organization, or another international sport organization is the ruling body for the 
Event or appoints the technical officials for the Event. 

International Standard: A standard adopted by WADA in support of the Code. 
Compliance with an International Standard (as opposed to another alternative standard, 
practice or procedure) shall be sufficient to conclude that the procedures addressed by 
the International Standard were performed properly. International Standards shall include 
any Technical Documents issued pursuant to the International Standard. 

Major Event Organizations: The continental associations of National Olympic 
Committees and other international multi-sport organizations that function as the ruling 
body for any continental, regional or other International Event. 

National Anti-Doping Organization: The entity(ies) designated by each country as 
possessing the primary authority and responsibility to adopt and implement anti-doping 
rules, direct the collection of Samples, the management of test results, and the conduct of 
hearings at the national level. If this designation has not been made by the competent 

public authority(ies), the entity shall be the country'ôs National Olympic Committee or its 
designee. 

National Olympic Committee: The organization recognized by the International Olympic 
Committee. The term National Olympic Committee shall also include the National Sport 
Confederation in those countries where the National Sport Confederation assumes typical 
National Olympic Committee responsibilities in the anti-doping area. 

Non-Conformity: Where a Signatory is not complying with the Code and/or  one or more 
International Standards and/or any requirements imposed by the WADA Executive 
Committee,but the opportunities provided in the International Standard for Code 
Compliance by Signatories to correct the Non-Conformity/Non -Conformities have not yet 
expired and so WADA has not yet formallyalleged that the Signatory is non-compliant. 

Person: A natural Person or an organization or other entity. 

Prohibited Substance : Any substance, or class of substances, so described 

on the Prohibited List .Publicly Disclose: See Consequences of Anti-Doping Rule 
Violations above. 

Registered Testing Pool: The pool of highest-priority Athletes established separately at 
the international level by International Federations and at the national level by National 
Anti-Doping Organizations, who are subject to focused In-Competition and Out- of-
Competition Testing as part of that International Federationôs or National Anti-Doping 
Organizationôs test distribution plan and therefore are required to provide whereabouts 
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information as provided in Article 5.6 5.56 and the International Standard for Testing and 
Investigations. 

Regional Anti - Doping Organization : A regional entity designated by 
member countries to coordinate and manage delegated areas of their 
national Anti -Doping Programs , which may include the adoption and 

implementation of anti -doping rules, the planning and collection of Samples , 
the management of results, the review of TUEs, the conduct of hearings, and 

the conduct of educational programs at a regional level. Reinstatement: When a 
Signatory that was previously declared non-compliant with the Code and/or the 
International Standards is determined to have corrected that non -compliance and to have 
met all of the other conditions imposed in accordance with Article 11 of the International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories for Reinstatementof its name to the list of 
Code-compliant Signatories (and Reinstated shall be interpreted accordingly).  

Representatives: Officials, directors, officers, elected members, employees, and 
committee members of the Signatory or other body in question, and also (in the case of a 
National Anti -Doping Organization or a National Olympic Committee acting as a National 
Anti -Doping Organization) Representativesof the government of the country of that 
National Anti -Doping Organization or National Olympic  Committee. 

Results Management: The process encompassing the timeframe between notification as 
per Article 5 of the International Standard for Results Management, or in certain cases 
(e.g., Atypical Finding, Athlete Biological Passport, Whereabouts Failure), such pre-
notification steps expressly provided for in Article 5 of the International Standard for 
Results Management, through the charge until the final resolution of the matter, including 
the end of the hearing process at first instance or on appeal (if an appeal was lodged). 

Sample or Specimen: Any biological material collected for the purposes of Doping 
Control. 

Signatories: Those entities signing accepting the Code and agreeing to comply 

with implement the Code, as provided in Article 237. 

Special Monitoring: Where, as part of the consequencesimposed on a non-compliant 
Signatory, WADA applies a system of specific and ongoing monitoring to some or all of the 
Signatoryôs Anti-Doping Activities, to ensure that the Signatory is carrying out those 
activitie s in a compliant manner.  

Supervision: Where, as part of the consequencesimposed on a non-compliant Signatory, 
an Approved Third Party oversees and supervises the Signatoryôs Anti-Doping Activities, 
as directed by WADA, at the Signatoryôs expense (and Supervise shall be interpreted 
accordingly).  Where a Signatory has been declared non-compliant and has not yet 
finalized a Supervision agreement with the Approved Third Party, that Signatory shall not 
implement independently any Anti-Doping Activity in the area(s) that the Approved Third 
Party is to oversee and supervise without the express prior written agreement of WADA.  

Takeover:  Where, as part of the consequencesimposed on a non-compliant Signatory, 
an Approved Third Party takes over all or some of the Signatory's Anti-Doping Activities, 
as directed by WADA, at the Signatoryôs expense. Where a Signatory has been declared 
non-compliant and has not yet finalized a Takeover agreement with the Approved Third 

                                                        
6  Code Article 5.5. 
7  Code Article 23. 
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Party, that Signatory shall not implement independently any Anti-Doping Activity in the 
area(s) that the Approved Third Party is to take over without the express prior written 
agreement of WADA. 

Target Testing:  Selection of specific Athletes for Testing based on criteria set forth in the 
International Standard for Testing and Investigations. 

Technical Document: A document adopted and published by WADA from time to time 
containing mandatory technical requirements on specific anti-doping topics as set forth in 
an International Standard.  

Testing: The parts of the Doping Control process involving test distribution planning, 
Sample collection, Sample handling, and Sample transport to the laboratory. 

Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE): A Therapeutic Use Exemption, as described  
allows an Athlete with a medical condition to use a Prohibited Substance or Prohibited 
Method, but only if the conditions set out in Article 4.48 and the International Standard for 
Therapeutic Use Exemptions are met. 

UNESCO Convention: The International Convention against Doping in Sport adopted by 
the 33rd session of the UNESCO General Conference on 19 October 2005, including any 
and all amendments adopted by the States Parties to the Convention and the Conference 
of Parties to the International Convention against Doping in Sport. 

WADA: The World Anti-Doping Agency. 

3.2  Defined terms from the International Standard for Education  

Education Plan: A document that includes: a situation assessment; identification of an 
Education Pool; objectives; Education activities and monitoring procedures as required by 
Article 49. 

Education Pool: A list of target groups identified through a system assessment process.  

3.3  Defined terms from the International Standard for Laboratories  

Athlete Passport Management Unit (APMU): A unit composed of a Person or Persons 
that is responsible for the timely management of Athlete Biological Passports in ADAMS 
on behalf of the Passport Custodian. 

3.4  Defined terms from the International Standard for the Protection of Privacy and 
Personal Information 

Personal Information: Information, including without limitation Sensitive Personal 
Information, relating to an identified or identifiable Participant or other Person whose 
information is Processed solely in the context of an Anti-Doping Organizationôs Anti-
Doping Activities.  

                                                        
8  Code Article 4.4. 
9  Article 4 of the International Standard for Education. 
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3.5  4.2 Defined terms from the International Standard for Testing and 

Investigationsthat are used in the International Standard for Code 
Compliance by Signatories   

Chain of Custody: The sequence of individuals or organizations who have responsibility 
for the custody of a Sample from the provision of the Sample until the Sample has been 
delivered to the laboratory for analysis.  

No Advance Notice Testing: Sample collection that takes place with no advance warning 
to the Athlete and where the Athlete is continuously chaperoned from the moment of 
notification through Sample provision.   

Risk Assessment: The assessment of risk of doping in a sport or sports discipline 
conducted by an Anti-Doping Organization in accordance with Article 4.210. 

Sample Collection Authority: The organization that is responsible for the collection of 
Samples in compliance with the requirements of the International Standard for Testing 

and Investigations, whether(1 ) (1) the Testing Authority itself; or (2) another 

organization (for example, a third party contractor) a Delegated Third Party to 

whom the authority to conduct Testing Authority has delegated been granted or sub-

contractedsuch responsibility (provided that the . The Testing Authority always 
remains ultimately responsible under the Code for compliance with the requirements of 

the International Standard for Testing and Investigations relating to collection of Samples) . 

Sample Collection Equipment: A and B bottles, kits or containers, collection vessels, 
tubes or other apparatus used to collect, hold or store the Sample at any time during and 
after the Sample Collection Session that shall meet the requirements of Article 6.3.411. 

Sample Collection Personnel: A collective term for qualified officials authorized by the 
Sample Collection Authority to carry out or assist with duties during the Sample Collection 
Session. 

Sample Collection Session: All of the sequential activities that directly involve the Athlete 
from the point that initial contact is made until the Athlete leaves the Doping Control Station 
after having provided their Sample(s). 

Test Distribution Plan: A document written by an Anti-Doping Organization that plans 
Testing on Athletes over whom it has Testing Authority, in accordance with the 

requirements of Article 4of 12. 

3.6  Defined terms from the International Standard for Testing and 

Investigations. Therapeutic Use Exemptions  

Testing Authority : The organizationthat has authorized a 

particular Sample collection, whether (1) an Anti -Doping Organization (for 

example, the International Olympic Therapeutic Use Exemption Committee (or 

other Major Event Organization ,WADA , an International Federation, or 

aNational ñTUECò): The panel established by an Anti-Doping Organization); or (2) 
another organization conducting Testing pursuant to the authority of and in 

                                                        
10  Article 4.2 of the International Standard for Testing and Investigations 
11  Article 6.3.4 of the International Standard for Testing and Investigations. 
12  Article 4 the International Standard for Testing and Investigations. 
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accordance with the rules of the Anti -Doping Organization (for example, a 

National Federation that is a member of an International Federation)  to consider 
applications for TUEs.  

3.7  4.3 Defined terms specific to the International Standard for Code Compliance by 

Signatories  

 

Aggravating Factors : Applicable only in cases involving non -  
compliance with one or more Critical requirements, this term encompasses 
a deliberate attempt to circumvent or undermine the Code or the International 
Standards and/or to corrupt the anti -doping system, an attempt to cover up non-
compliance, or any other form of bad faith on the part of the Signatory in question; 
a persistent refusal or failure by the Signatory to make any reasonable effort to 
correct Non-Conformities that are notified to it by WADA;repeat offending; and 

any other factor that aggravates the Signatory's failure to comply with 

the Codeand/or International Standards .  
 

Anti - Doping Activities : Anti -doping education and information, test 
distribution planning, maintenance of a Registered Testing Pool, managing 
Athlete Biological Passports, conducting Testing, organizing analysis of Samples, 
gathering of intelligence and conduct of investigations, processing of TUE 

applications, results management, hearings, monitoring and enforcing 

compliance with any consequences  imposed, and all other activities related 

to anti -doping to be carried out by or on behalf of aSignatory , as set out in the 
Code and/or the International Standards.  

Anti-Doping Program: The legislation, rules, regulations, processes and procedures, and 
other activities (including Anti-Doping Activities) that a Signatory is required to implement 
in order to achieve Code Compliance. 

Approved Third Party: One or more Anti -Doping Organizations and/or service 

providers selected or approved by WADA, following consultation with the non -

compliant Signatory, to Supervise or Takeover some or all of that Signatory's Anti-
Doping Activities. As a last resort, if there is no other suitable body available, then 
WADA may carry out this function itself.  

Code Compliance: Compliance with all of the requirements in the Code and/or the 
International Standards that apply to the Signatory in question, as well as with any special 
requirements imposed by the WADA Executive Committee.   

Code Compliance Questionnaire: A self-assessment survey issued by WADA in the 
form of a questionnaire through which a Signatory reports to WADA on its Code 
Compliance. 

Compliance Audit: A formal assessment conducted by WADA of all or part of a 

Signatory'ôs Anti-Doping Program, in accordance with Article 8.7 7.7.    

Compliance Review Committee or CRC: As described in Article 6.2.1 5.2.1.   

Corrective Action Plan: A plan drafted by a Signatory, setting out how the Signatory will 
implement the corrective actions identified by WADA in a Corrective Action Report within 

the timelines timeframes set in that report.     
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Corrective Action Report: A report produced by WADA that identifies Non-Conformities 
by a Signatory and the corrective actions that the Signatory must take to correct them 

within set timelines timeframes.     

 

Critical : A requirement that is considered to be criticalto the fight 

against doping in sport. See  further Annex A.  

Event of Force Majeure: An event affecting a Signatory'ôs ability to achieve full Code 
Compliance that arises from or is attributable to acts, events, omissions or accidents that 
are beyond the reasonable control of the Signatory. Such events may include any natural 
physical disaster, war, military operations, riot, crowd disorder, strike, lock-outs or other 

industrial action, terrorist action, or civil commotion. In accordance with Article 9.4.3 8.4.3, 
however, such events shall not in any circumstances include lack of resources on the part 
of the Signatory, changes in elected officials or personnel, or any interference by and/or 
failure to provide support or other act or omission by any governmental or other public 

agency authorities. 

 

Fine : Payment by the Signatory of an amount that reflects the seriousness of the 

non-compliance/Aggravating Factors, their duration, and the need to deter 

similar conduct in future, but in any event the fine  shall not exceed the lower 

of (a) 10% of the Signatoryôsannual income  and (b) US$100,000. The fine will 

be applied by WADA to finance further CodeCompliance monitoring activities.  

High Priority : A requirement that is considered to be high priority but 

not Critical in the fight against doping in sport. S ee further Annex A. 
Mandatory Information Request: A request that WADA may send to a Signatory, 

requiring the Signatory to provide specified information by a specified deadline date to 

enable WADA to assess the Signatory'ôs Code Compliance.  

Non-Conformity:  Where a Signatory is not complying with the Code 

and/or the International Standards but the opportunities provided in the International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories to correct the Non-Conformity/Non -

Conformities have not yet expired and so WADA has not yet formallyasserted that 

the Signatory is non -  compliant.  

 

Other : A requirement that is considered to be important to the fight against 
doping in sport but does not fall into the categories of Critical or High Priority. 

See further Annex A. 
 

Reinstatement: When a Signatory that was previously declared non-compliant 
with the Code and/or the International Standards is determined to have corrected 
that non-compliance and to have met all of the other conditions imposed in 

accordance with Article12  for reinstatement of its name to the list of Code-
compliant Signatories (and Reinstated shall be interpreted accordingly).  

 

Representatives: Officials, directors, officers, elected members, employees, and 
committee members of the Signatory or other body in question, and also (in the 
case of a National Anti-Doping Organization or a National Olympic Committee 

acting as a National Anti-Doping Organization) representatives of the 
government of the country of that National Anti -Doping Organization or National 
Olympic Committee. 
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Signatory Consequences: One or more of the consequences set out in Code 

Article 11.1 24.1.12 that may be imposed on a Signatory as a result of its failure 

to comply with the maintain Code and/or the InternationalStandards . 
 

Special Monitoring: Where, as part of theSignatory Consequences imposed on 
a non-compliant Signatory, WADA applies a system of specific and ongoing 
monitoring to some or all of the Signatoryôs Anti- Doping Activities, to ensure that 
the Signatory is carrying out those activities in a compliant manner.  

 

Supervision : Where, as part of the Signatory Consequences imposed on 
a non-compliant Signatory, an Approved Third Party oversees and supervises the 

Signatoryôs Anti-Doping Activities, as directed by WADA, at the Signatory's 
expense (and Supervise shall be interpreted accordingly). 

Takeover : Where, as part of the Signatory Consequences imposed on a 
non-compliant Signatory, an Approved Third Party takes over all or some of the 

SignatoryôsAnti -Doping Activities , as directed by WADA ,Compliance, such 
consequences to be based on the particular facts and circumstances of the case 

at hand, and applying the Signatory's expense principles set out in Article 10. 
WADA Auditor: A suitably experienced WADA staff member or external anti-doping 

specialist who has been trained by WADA to collect information in support of conduct 

the assessment of a Signatoryôs Code Compliance.  The external anti -doping 

specialist WADA Auditor should be free of any conflict of interest in respect of each 
Compliance Audit that he/she undertakes. 

WADA Privileges: The benefits listed at Code Article 11.1.1.1 24.1.12.1.  

3.8  4.4 Interpretation 

3.8.1 4. 4. 1 The official text of the International Standard for Code Compliance by 
Signatories shall be maintained by WADA and shall be published in English and 
French. In the event of any conflict between the English and French versions, the 
English version shall prevail. 

3.8.2 4. 4. 2Like the Code, the International Standard for Code Compliance by 

Signatories has been drafted giving due consideration to the principles of respect 
for human rights, proportionality, human rights, and other applicable legal 
principles. It shall be interpreted and applied in that light. 

3.8.3 4. 4. 3The comments annotating various provisions of the International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories shall be used to guide its 

interpretationand application . 

3.8.4 4. 4. 4Unless otherwise specified, (a) references to Sections and Articles or 

Annexes are references to Sections and Articles or Annexes of the International 

Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories; and (b) references to days are 

to . 

3.8.5 Where the term ñdaysò is used in the International Standard for Code Compliance by 

Signatories, it shall mean calendar days, not working/business days  unless 
otherwise specified. 
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3.8.6 4. 4. 5The Annexes to the International Standard for Code Compliance by 
Signatories have the same mandatory status as the rest of the International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories. 
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PART TWO: STANDARDS FOR WADA'ôS MONITORING AND 
ENFORCEMENT OF CODE COMPLIANCE BY SIGNATORIES 

4.0  5.0 Objective 

4.1 5.1 The objective of Part Two of the International Standard for Code Compliance by 

Signatories is to ensure that Signatories deliver Anti-Doping Programs within their 
respective spheres of responsibility that meet the requirements of the Code and the 
International Standards, so that there is a level playing field wherever sport is played. 

4.2  5.2 To emphasize, the desire is always to have Signatories address any compliance 

issues voluntarily. Having a Signatory declared non-compliant and Signatory 
Consequences imposed is the last resort, to be pursued only where the Signatory has 
failed, despite every encouragement, to take the necessary corrective actions within the 

required timelines timeframes.  

4.3  5.3 Therefore, the focus of WADAôs compliance monitoring program is on dialogue and 

communication with Signatories, assisting them in their efforts to ensure full Code 
Compliance and providing them with guidance for the continuous improvement of their 
Anti-Doping Programs.  Where instances of Non-Conformity are identified, the 
International Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories establishes objective, pre-
determined, and transparent procedures and standards that give the Signatory the 
opportunity to correct those Non-Conformities, and that lead (if the Non- Conformities are 
not corrected) to a determination of non-compliance and the imposition of predictable, 
graded and proportionate Signatory Consequences.  It also sets out a clear pathway to 
Reinstatement. 
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5.0  6.0Roles, Responsibilities and Procedures of the Different Bodies Involved in 

WADA'ôs Compliance Monitoring Program Function 

Figure One:   Flow-  chart depicting the process from the identification of Non- Conformity to assertion an 

allegation of non-compliance (Articles 6.1 5.1 to 6.3 5.3)  
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5.1 6.1Operational Oversight of Code Compliance 

5.1.1 6.1.1Operational oversight of Code Compliance is provided by WADA Management 

through an internal WADA taskforce Compliance Taskforce consisting of staff from 
different WADA departments.  

5.1.2 6.1.2WADA Management is responsible for coordinating and directing the 

development of all activities related to WADAôs CodeCompliance compliance 
monitoring program in coordination with the Code Compliance Review Committee 
(CRC), and in accordance with any prioritization of effort approved by the 

Compliance Review Committee CRC further to Article 8.2 7.2. This includes: 
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5.1.2.1  6.1.2.1coordinating the provision of ongoing support and assistance by 
WADA to Signatories in meeting their obligations under the Code and the 

International Standards (see Article 76); 

5.1.2.2  6.1.2.2using all tools at WADA'ôs disposal to monitor Code Compliance 
by Signatories, including but not limited to ADAMS, Code Compliance 
Questionnaires, Mandatory Information Requests, Compliance Audits, 
information obtained by continuous compliance monitoring, and any other 

relevant information received or collected by WADA (see Article 87);  

5.1.2.3  6.1.2.3where Non-Conformities are identified, opening a dialogue with the 
Signatory, identifying corrective actions to be taken by the Signatory to 
correct the Non-Conformities, and providing guidance to help the 
Signatory to complete the corrective actions within the set 

timelines timeframes (see Article 98);  

5.1.2.4  6.1.2.4assessing whether the Signatory'ôs corrective actions have 
corrected the Non-Conformities in full, referring cases to the CRC where 

the Non-Conformities have not been corrected in fullto the Compliance 
Review Committee , providing reports with relevant supporting 
information to facilitate CRC discussions, and implementing and following 

up on CRC recommendations (see Article 10 Articles 8 and 9); 

5.1.2.5  6.1.2.5where a Signatory fails to correct the Non-Conformities within the 
required timeframe, and following the recommendation of the 

Compliance Review  Committee CRC, obtaining the approval of 
WADA's Executive Committee to notify the Signatory formally of the 

alleged non-complianceasserted , with such notice also specifying the 

Signatory Consequences that it is proposed contended should apply for 
such non-compliance and the conditions that it is proposed the Signatory 

should have to satisfy in order to be Reinstated (see Articles 8, 9, 10, and 

11and12 ); and 

5.1.2.6  6.1.2.6monitoring the Signatoryôs efforts to satisfy the Reinstatement 
conditions imposed on it, in order to report to the CRC on whether and 

when to recommend that the Signatory be Reinstated (see Article 12 11). 

5.2  6.2Independent Review and Recommendations 

5.2.1 6.2.1The Compliance Review Committee is an independent, non-political WADA 
Standing Committee that oversees WADAôs Code Compliance monitoring efforts 
and enforcement activities, and provides advice and recommendations on such 
matters to WADAôs Executive Committee.  

5.2.1.1  6.2.1.1The CRC is governed by by - laws Terms of Reference designed to 
ensure the independence, political neutrality and specialization of its 

members that underpin the credibility of its work. The by - laws Terms of 
Reference include strict conflict of interest provisions that require CRC 
members to declare any potential conflicts of interest and to exclude 

themselves from all CRC deliberations of the CRCin any matter in which 
they may have a conflict of interest. 
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5.2.2 6.2.2The CRC follows standardized procedures encompassing review, assessment, 
communication, and the making of recommendations to WADAôs Executive 
Committee on matters relating to Code Compliance, correction of Non-

Conformities, and Reinstatement. These procedures (see Articles 98, 10 9 and 

12 11) are designed to support a transparent, objective, and consistent approach 
to the assessment and enforcement of Code Compliance.  

5.2.2.1  6.2.2.1Where WADA Management reports apparent Non- Conformities to 
the CRC, a procedure is followed that gives the Signatory in question the 

time and opportunity to explain and address correct the Non-Conformities 

within a specified timeframe and so as to achieve full Code Compliance 

(see Article 98).  

5.2.2.2  6.2.2.2If the Signatory does not correct the Non-Conformities within the 
framework of that procedure, the CRC will review the case in detail and 
decide whether to recommend to WADAôs Executive Committee that a 

formal notice be issued tothe Signatory , (a) asserting that  the 

Signatory is non -compliant; (b) 

proposing Signatory Consequences for such alleging non-compliance 

in accordance with (see Article 11; and (c) proposing conditions 
that the Signatory should be required to satisfy in order to 

beReinstated , in accordance with Article 12 5.3). 

5.2.3 6.2.3In addition to reviewing and assessing compliance-related issues raisedwith it  
by WADA Management, at any time the CRC may identify compliance-related 
issues of its own accord to be addressed by WADA Management.  

5.3  6.3Independent  Determination  of  Non-Compliance  and Signatory 
Consequences 

5.3.1 6.3.1In accordance with Code Article 23.5.4 24.1.4, upon the recommendation of the 

CRC, WADAôs Executive Committee may decide that approve the sending to a 

Signatory should be formally notified of a formal notice of its asserted alleged 
non-compliance with the Code and/or the International Standards, with such notice 

also specifying the Signatory Consequences that it is proposed contended should 
apply for such non- compliance, and the conditions that it is proposed the Signatory 

should have to satisfy in order to be Reinstated. (See Figure One above).  

5.3.2 6.3.2If In accordance with Code Article 24.1.5, if the Signatory accepts or does not 
dispute the contents of that notice within twenty-one (21) days of its receipt, the 

assertion allegation of non-compliance will be deemed admitted and the 

consequences Signatory Consequences and Reinstatement conditions will be 
deemed accepted, and (unless appealed in accordance with Code Article 13.6) the 
notice will automatically become a final decision enforceable with immediate effect 

in accordance with Code Article 23.5.9 24.1.9.  If the Signatory disputes any part 
of the notice, the dispute will be resolved by CAS in accordance with Code Article 

23.5.7 24.1.6.   

5.3.3 6.3.3Once the notice is accepted as a final decision by the Signatory, or (if 

disputed) once a final decision is issued by CAS, if that decision includes 

consequences being imposed on the Signatory ,then, in accordance with 

Code Article 23.5.9 24.1.9, that decision shall be applicable worldwide and shall 
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be recognized, respected and given full effect by all other Signatories in 

accordance with their authority and within their respective spheres of responsibility.  

(Seesee Figure Two below). 

5.4  The Principle of Last Resort 

5.4.1 Consistent with the principle of ólast resortô, in any case (including not only ordinary 
but also fast track cases), if a Signatory does not meet the required timeframes for 
correcting Non-Conformities and so the case is referred to the CRC and beyond, 
provided that the Signatory corrects the Non-Conformities at any time before 
Signatory Consequences are imposed by CAS, then no Signatory Consequences 
shall be imposed, save to the extent that (a) costs have been incurred in pursuing 
the case before CAS (in which case the Signatory must cover those costs); and/or 
(b) the failure to correct a Non-Conformity within the required timeframe has 
resulted in irreparable prejudice to the fight against doping in sport (in which case 
Signatory Consequences may be imposed to reflect that prejudice).   
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Figure Two:  Flow-  chart depicting the process following a formal assertion allegation of non- compliance (Articles 

6.3.1 5.3.1, 5.3.2 and 6.3.3 5.3.3) 
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5.5  6.4Reinstatement Procedures  

5.5.1 6.4.1Where applicable, WADA Management will report to the CRC on the Signatoryôs 
implementation of the Reinstatement conditions, and the CRC will then make 
recommendations to WADAôs Executive Committee as to whether or not the 
Signatory has satisfied those conditions and should be Reinstated. 

5.5.2 6.4.2If Where WADA'ôs Executive Committee asserts alleges that a Signatory has 
not yet satisfied its Reinstatement conditions and so should not yet be Reinstated, 

if the Signatory disputes that assertion allegation, the dispute will be resolved by 
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CAS in accordance with Code Articles 23.5.6 to 23.5.9 Article 24.1.10. In 

accordance with Code Article 23.5.9 24.1.9, the CAS's  decision shall be applicable 
worldwide and shall be recognized, respected and given full effect by all other 
Signatories in accordance with their authority and within their respective spheres 
of responsibility.     

 

6.0  7.0WADAôs Support for Signatoriesô Efforts to Achieve/Maintain Code Compliance 

6.1 7.1Objective 

6.1.1 7.1.1WADAôs priority is to support Signatories in strengthening their Anti- Doping 
Programs, thereby increasing the protection that they provide to clean Athletes. It 
shall remain at all times the Signatoryôs obligation to achieve full Code Compliance, 

and it shall not be a defence defense or excuse that others did not help the 
Signatory to comply. However, WADA will use all reasonable 

endeavours endeavors to provide support and assistance to Signatories seeking 
to achieve, maintain or return to full Code Compliance.  

6.2  7.2Operational and Technical Support 

6.2.1 7.2.1WADA will provide operational and technical support to Signatories to assist 
them to achieve, maintain, or (where applicable) return to full Code Compliance, 
including by providing advice and information, by developing resources, guidelines, 
training materials, and training programs, and by facilitating partnerships with other 
Anti-Doping Organizations where possible.  Where the WADA budget allows, this 
support shall be provided without cost to Signatories. 

6.2.2 7.2.2By way of illustration, WADA has developed a number of documents and tools 
to assist Signatories to understand their responsibilities under the Code and the 
International Standards, and to achieve and maintain full compliance with those 
responsibilities, including: 

 

7.2.2.1Technical Documents, such as the Technical Document for Sport 

Specific Analysis;  
6.2.2.1  7.2.2.2model rules for the implementation of the Code and the 

International Standards within the Signatoryôs area of competence; 

6.2.2.2  7.2.2.3guideline documents covering the implementation of various 
components of a Code-compliant Anti-Doping Program, including 

(without limitation) Testing, TUEs, results management, 
education Results Management, Education, and intelligence and 
investigations;  

6.2.2.3  7.2.2.4template documents and forms; and 

6.2.2.4  7.2.2.5online educational tools. 

6.2.3 7.2.3WADA has also developed the Code Compliance Questionnaire and the 
Compliance Audit program, which are designed to help Signatories to identify Non-
Conformities in their Anti-Doping Programs and to devise and implement plans to 
correct those Non-Conformities.  WADA has provided and will continue to provide 
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various forms of support and assistance to Signatories in understanding its Code 
Compliance Questionnaire, its Compliance Audit program, and all other aspects of 
its compliance monitoring program, including information sessions; a dedicated 
section of its website where materials relevant to the compliance monitoring 
program has been posted and will continue to be posted, including answers to 
Frequently Asked Questions; and other support resources.   

6.2.4 7.2.4A Signatory may seek assistance from another Signatory to help it achieve full 
Code Compliance. WADA will seek to assist Signatories in setting up such 
partnerships, including providing on its website further information and guidelines 

on partnership agreementson its website . A Signatory may also appoint a third 
party Delegated Third Party to carry out Anti-Doping Activities on its behalf.  In 

accordance with Code Article 9.4.3 20 and Article 8.4.3 of this International 
Standard for Code Compliance by Signatories, however, the Signatory shall always 
remain fully liable for any Non-Conformities arising as a result.  The Signatory shall 

ensure that it is able to require the third party Delegated Third Party to cooperate 
in full with (and to enable the Signatory to cooperate in full with) all of WADAôs 
compliance monitoring efforts, including (without limitation) properly addressing 
Code Compliance Questionnaires, Mandatory Information Requests, 

and Compliance Audits, and all continuous compliance monitoring requirements 
(as to which, see Article 7.8).  

6.2.5 7.2.5As set out in Article 98, when Non-Conformities are identified, whether in a 
completed Code Compliance Questionnaire or in a Compliance Audit or otherwise, 
the focus of WADA Management will be on assisting the Signatory in question 
through dialogue and support to achieve full Code Compliance. The Signatory will 

be given an adequate opportunity to dispute or toaddress and  correct the Non-
Conformities, including (if necessary) by WADA providing a Corrective Action 

Report that sets out which corrective actions are required, and specifies set 

timelines the timeframes for their completion. The Corrective Action Report may 
also include recommendations as to best practice, and may refer where 
appropriate to resources and materials posted on WADA's website that may assist 
the Signatory in responding to the report and strengthening its Anti-Doping 
Program.  In addition, WADA will review any Corrective Action Plan (including any 
requested and relevant document) provided by a Signatory and provide comments 
as necessary to ensure that it is fit for purpose.   

7.0  8.0 Monitoring Signatoriesô Code Compliance Efforts 

7.1 8.1 Objective 

7.1.1 8. 1 . 1 In accordance with its obligation under Code Article 20.7.2 Articles 
20.7.3 and 24.1.1 to monitor Code Compliance by Signatories, WADA reviews 
Signatoriesô rules and regulations (and/or legislation, if that is how the Code has 
been implemented in a particular country) to ensure that they are compliant with 
the Code and the International Standards. It also assesses whether Signatories 
are implementing their rules, regulations and legislation through Anti-Doping 
Programs that meet all of the requirements of the Code and the International 

Standards.  The purpose of this Section 8 of the International Standard for 

Code Compliance by Signatories Article 7 is to set out the standards that will 
govern these monitoring activities.  The objective will always be to make the 
monitoring process as efficient and cost-effective as possible. 
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7.2  8.2 Prioritization Between Different Signatories 

7.2.1 8. 2. 1 The following parties are all Signatories to the Code: 

7.2.1.1 8.2.1.1the International Olympic Committee and the International 
Paralympic Committee; 

7.2.1.2  8.2.1.2other Major Event Organizations; 

7.2.1.3  8.2.1.3International Federations; 

7.2.1.4  8.2.1.4National Olympic Committees and National Paralympic 
Committees;  

7.2.1.5  8.2.1.5National Anti-Doping Organizations; and  

7.2.1.6  8.2.1.6various other organizations listed on WADAôs website, including but 
not limited to associations of National Olympic Committees, associations 

of International Federations, organizations for athletes Athletes with an 
impairment that are not International Federations, and national 
Commonwealth Games Associations. 

7.2.2 8. 2. 2Given the large number of Signatories and WADA'ôs limited resources, the 
CRC may approve proposals by WADA Management to prioritize the monitoring 
for Code Compliance (a) of certain categories of Signatories, based on the scope 
of the Anti-Doping Activities required of such categories of Signatories under the 

Code; and/or (b) of certain specific Signatories, based on an objective risk 

assessment Risk Assessment.  The following is a non-exhaustive list of factors 
that may be considered in such an assessment: 

7.2.2.1 8.2.2.1(where the Signatory is an International Federation) the 
physiological risk of doping in a particular sport/discipline; 

7.2.2.2 8.2.2.2(where the Signatory is an International Federation) participation of 
the Signatory in the Olympic and/or Paralympic Games; 

7.2.2.3 (where the Signatory is a Major Event Organization) the level of Athletes 
participating in the Event;  

7.2.2.4 8.2.2.3performances by Athletes from a particular country in International 
Events; 

7.2.2.5 8.2.2.4a history of doping in a particular country or a particular 
sport/discipline; 

7.2.2.6 8.2.2.5a Signatory'ôs response to a Mandatory Information Request or a 
Code Compliance Questionnaire;  

7.2.2.7 8.2.2.6receipt of credible intelligence or the results of an investigation 

suggesting there may be significant Non-Conformities in the Signatory'ôs 
Anti-Doping Program;  

7.2.2.8 8.2.2.7a Signatory'ôs breach of Critical or High Priority requirements under 
the Code or an International Standard;  




