
 

 

Page 1/3 2027 Code & IS Update Process: Summary of Major Changes – Final Draft – ISII 

2027 CODE & IS UPDATE PROCESS 

Final Draft: Summary of Major Changes 

International Standard for Intelligence and Investigations 

Executive Summary 

Following the review and consideration of stakeholder comments provided during the Third Consultation Phase, 
including Athlete feedback provided as part of the Athlete-Centered Consultation, and through further 
consultations with the anti-doping community during the Final Drafting Phase, the International Standard for 
Intelligence and Investigations (ISII) Drafting Team has proposed further key changes in a final draft of the 2027 
ISII as part of the ongoing 2027 Code & IS Update Process.  

The purpose of this document is to summarize the major changes proposed in the final draft of the 2027 ISII, 
which predominantly build on those proposed in the second draft of the 2027 ISII  as summarized in the 
corresponding second draft Summary of Major Changes.  

The ISII Drafting Team wishes to mention certain key changes which arose from its review of Athlete and 
stakeholder comments and discussions with the anti-doping community in this respect:  

− Minors have been included along with Protected Persons in Article 5.3.4, which requires Anti-Doping 
Organizations to have policies and procedures in place for investigations involving Minors and Protected 
Persons.  
 

− Additional reference has been made in the comment to Article 5.4.2 of the rights afforded to Athletes and 
Athlete Support Personnel during investigation, notably the right against self-incrimination.  

The following section offers a concise article-by-article summary of the changes in this final draft of the 2027 ISII. 
 

Article 3: Interpretation 

Changes from the Second Draft 

Defined terms have been moved to Appendix I to harmonize the document’s format and structure with the Code 
and other International Standards. Additional clarification has also been provided to clearly distinguish between 
mandatory requirements and recommendations in the document.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.wada-ama.org/en/news/wada-launches-third-consultation-phase-2027-world-anti-doping-code-and-international-standards
https://www.wada-ama.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/Athlete-Centered%20Consultation_Public%20Report.pdf
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/news/wada-launches-second-drafting-phase-2027-world-anti-doping-code-and-international-standards
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/what-we-do/world-anti-doping-code/code-review
https://www.wada-ama.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/2027%20International%20Standard%20for%20Intelligence%20and%20Investigations%20%28ISII%29_Second%20Draft.pdf
https://www.wada-ama.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/Summary%20of%20Major%20Changes_ISII_Second%20Draft.pdf
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Articles 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.5: Information Security and Confidential Sources 

Changes from the Second Draft 

Based on feedback received from stakeholders, the order for Articles 4.2.3, 4.2.4, and 4.2.5 has been 
rearranged: 

− Article 4.2.4 in the second draft has been moved to Article 4.2.3. 
 

o In addition, certain minor changes have been made to the wording of the text of Article 4.2.3, with 
no substantive effect on the Article. 
 

− Article 4.2.5 in the second draft has been moved to Article 4.2.4. 
 

− Article 4.2.3 in the second draft has been moved to Article 4.2.5.  

With respect to Article 4.2.5 (formerly Article 4.2.3), feedback received from Athletes as part of the Athlete-
Centered Consultation showed broad agreement with the principle according to which the removal of the 
requirement for Anti-Doping Organizations to disclose the identities of their confidential sources to WADA, in the 
event of an investigation by WADA, would better protect the privacy and safety of sources. 
 

Article 4.3.2: Use of Raw Information and Anti-Doping Intelligence 

Changes from the Second Draft 

An addition has been made to the comment to this Article to highlight the importance of taking investigative steps 
to follow up on information that could lead to evidence of an anti-doping rule violation.  
 

Article 5.3.1: Conducting Investigations 

Changes from the Second Draft 

The wording on the conduct of investigations has been clarified to expressly require Anti-Doping Organizations 
to conduct investigations into breaches that fall within the scope of their authority, as well as the inclusion of 
specific review protocols as part of an investigation when required.  
 
Furthermore, as per the feedback received from Athletes as part of the Athlete-Centered Consultation, it is 
important to mention that the addition of a provision relating to reasonable cause in the second draft of the 2027 
ISII received broad support from Athletes.  
 

Article 5.3.4: Policies and Procedures for Investigations Involving Protected Persons and Minors 

Changes from the Second Draft 

This Article has been modified to include Minors with Protected Persons, for whom policies and procedures 
must be put in place for investigations involving Minors and Protected Persons.  
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Article 5.3.5: Use of Investigative Resources 

Changes from the Second Draft 

The comment to this Article has been amended to clarify that in appropriate cases an investigator should be 
involved in the delivery of notifications of potential anti-doping rule violations. This best practice maximizes the 
investigative resources available and the chances of collecting valuable evidence.  
 

Article 5.4.2: Athlete and Athlete Support Personnel Cooperation with an Investigation 

Changes from the Second Draft 

Based on feedback received from Athletes and stakeholders, the comment to Article 5.4.2 has been modified to 
include references to the rights afforded to Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel, notably the right against 
self-incrimination, which act as safeguards during the investigation process. 
 
Furthermore, as per the feedback received from Athletes as part of the Athlete-Centered Consultation, the vast 
majority indicated that the balance struck between the requirement to cooperate with investigations and the 
procedural safeguards to protect Athletes’ rights was fair and adequate. 
  

Athlete-Centered Consultation 

As summarily described above, the feedback received from Athletes as part of the Athlete-Centered Consultation 
demonstrated strong support for the proposed changes that were introduced in the second draft of the 2027 ISII: 

− Respondents agreed that the removal of the requirement for Anti-Doping Organizations to disclose the 
identities of their confidential sources to WADA in the event of an investigation by WADA would better 
protect the privacy and safety of sources (Article 4.2.5) (88% of respondents in agreement). 
 

− Respondents agreed that the new threshold of reasonable cause, which is necessary for initiating 
mandatory investigations, will help ensure fair and justified investigations (Article 5.3.1) (72% of 
respondents in agreement).  
 

− Respondents agreed that the balance struck between the requirements for Athletes to cooperate with 
investigations and their procedural safeguards and rights is fair and adequate (Article 5.4.2) (85% of 
respondents in agreement).  

The ISII Drafting Team wishes to thank all the respondents for their valuable input during the Athlete-Centered 
Consultation. 


