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Minimum Reporting Level for Tramadol 

1.0 Introduction 

WADA wishes to draw the attention of the Laboratories and Anti-Doping Organizations (ADOs) to the following 
requirements for the analysis and reporting of tramadol findings in urine Samples.  

Tramadol is prohibited In-Competition as of 1 January 2024, and as such is included in the WADA Prohibited 
List under section S7. Narcotics.  

2.0 Analytical Requirements 

2.1 Initial Testing Procedure (ITP): 

 The Laboratory’s method validation of the ITP shall include the estimation of the Limit of Detection 
(LOD) for, at least, the tramadol free parent compound. 

 The estimated LOD of the ITP for the tramadol free parent compound shall be less than or equal to 
(≤) 20 µg/mL, which constitutes the Minimum Required Performance Level (MRPL) and the 
Minimum Reporting Level (MRL). 

2.2 Confirmation Procedure (CP):  

 The Laboratory shall document that the CP allows the identification of the tramadol free parent 
compound in compliance with the effective TD IDCR [1]. 

 The Limit of Identification (LOI) of the CP shall be less than (<) the MRPL of 20 µg/mL. 

3.0 Reporting Requirements 

3.1 “A” Sample:  

 The “A” CP shall confirm the presence of the tramadol free parent compound in compliance with 
the effective TD IDCR [1].  

 In addition, to estimate the concentration of the tramadol free parent compound in the “A” Sample, 
the CP shall follow the requirements established in the effective TD MRPL [2] for Non-Threshold 
Substances with an MRL. 

 The MRL for reporting an Adverse Analytical Finding (AAF) for tramadol in a urine “A” Sample is 
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set at 20 µg/mL, applicable to the tramadol free parent compound only (without hydrolysis of phase 
II Metabolites).  

[As per the TD MRPL reporting requirements for Non-Threshold Substances with an MRL [2], a finding for tramadol 
in an “A” urine Sample shall be reported as an AAF if the tramadol free parent compound (obtained without 
hydrolysis of phase II Metabolites) is confirmed in the “A” Sample at an estimated concentration (adjusted for 
specific gravity (SG), if needed), which is confidently higher (as determined by comparison with a 120% MRL 
single point calibrator – see TD MRPL) than (>) the corresponding MRL of 20 µg/mL.] 

3.2 “B” Sample:  

 The “B” Sample CP shall only confirm the presence, at any concentration, of the tramadol free 
parent compound (in compliance with the TD IDCR [1]) for the AAF to be valid. No quantification or 
estimation of the concentration is necessary. 
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