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What is Whereabouts?

International Federations and National Anti-
Doping Organizations are responsible for 
determining which athletes are required to 
provide whereabouts information. Major Event 
Organizers, such as the IOC, may have Games-
time specific whereabouts requirements for 
participating athletes.

Testing is an important part of an anti-doping 
program and usually takes place with no 
advanced notice to the athlete.

Whereabouts is information provided by 
some athletes so Anti-Doping Organizations 
(ADO) can locate them for testing, 
particularly out-of-competition testing. 

Whereabouts information must be accurate 
and updated at all times or there may be 
consequences.
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Which athletes?
Athletes who need to provide whereabouts 
information are usually part of a Registered Testing 
Pool (RTP).

RTP athletes are normally the highest priority 
athletes for an ADO. This could include; Olympic or 
Paralympic athletes, athletes ranked highly in their 
sports, athletes who compete in sports that are of a 
high national priority or those who compete 
regularly at the highest level of international 
competition, such as world championships.

Sometimes other athletes are also asked to provide 
whereabouts information. For example athletes 
participating at a major games or athletes included 
in a domestic or other testing pool of an ADO.



Athletes who are not part of an RTP but who are asked 
to provide whereabouts information may have different 
requirements.

And remember, athletes can be tested anytime and 
anywhere - not just in their 60-minute time slot! 

What information?  
RTP athletes who are required to provide whereabouts information 
to their ADO, need to include:

• Home address, email address and phone number
• An overnight accommodation address
• Regular activities, such as training, work, school or

University and their locations plus times they will be
there

• Competition schedules including when they are taking
place and where

• A 60-minute time slot for each day where they’ll be
available and accessible for testing
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Important: Athletes must keep their whereabouts information up-to-
date at all times. If their plans or schedule changes for any reason, 
they are responsible for updating their whereabouts information. Not 
doing so could lead to consequences.



• Most RTP athletes submit their 
whereabouts information via WADA's 
Anti-Doping Administration System
(ADAMS).

• A mobile App,'Athlete Central' is 
available for athletes to use to submit 
and update their whereabouts 
information.

• RTP athletes have to submit their 
whereabouts information by a specific 
date and time for the next 3 months
(the next quarter). The time and date is 
set by the ADO.

• If plans change then whereabouts 
information must be updated. The 
easiest way to do this is via Athlete 
Central, ADAMS or by SMS if this is 
activated in ADAMS. Sometimes ADOs 
allow updates by email.

• There may be consequences if an 
athlete is not where they say they are, 
and they cannot be located for testing. 
This is known as a missed test.

• There may be consequences if an athlete 
does not file their whereabouts 
information on time or provides 
inaccurate information. This is known as 
a filling failure.

• Any combination of 3 filling failures or 
missed tests in a 12-month period may 
lead to an Anti-Doping Rule Violation 
(ADRV).  

Submitting and updating 
whereabouts
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Whereabouts information must be up-to-
date and accurate at all times!



What is ADAMS? 

WADA’s Anti-Doping Administration and Management System 
(ADAMS), is an online tool that athletes can access anytime and 
anywhere to submit and update their whereabouts information. 
ADAMS is available in many languages. 

ADAMS is free, easy to use, and it takes privacy and security of 
athlete information seriously. 
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HEADQUARTERS
800 Place Victoria, Suite 1700, P.O. Box 120, Montreal, 
QC, H4Z 1B7, Canada • Tel.: +1.514.904.9232 •  
Fax: +1.514.904.8650

AFRICA
Protea Assurance Building, 8th Floor, Greenmarket 
Square, Cape Town, 8001, South Africa •  
Tel.: +27.21.483.9790 • Fax: +27.21.483.9791

ASIA/OCEANIA
C/O Japan Institute of Sports Sciences, 3-15-1 
Nishigaoka, Kita-Ku, Tokyo, 115-0056, Japan •  
Tel.: +81.3.5963.4321 • Fax: +81.3.5963.4320

EUROPE
Maison du Sport International, Avenue de Rhodanie 54, 
1007 Lausanne, Switzerland • Tel.: +41.21.343.43.40 • 
Fax: +41.21.343.43.41

LATIN AMERICA
World Trade Center Montevideo, Tower II, Unit 712, 
Calle Luis A De Herrera 1248, Montevideo, Uruguay • 
Tel.: +598.2.623.5206 • Fax: +598.2.623.5207

• Athletes are responsible for their whereabouts information.

• Athletes cannot blame their representative or agent for 
inaccurately filing or forgetting to update their whereabouts 
information.

• Athletes included in an RTP, must provide whereabouts 
information every 3 months so they can be located for testing.

• Athletes included in an RTP, need to remember, there may be 
consequences for failing to provide accurate whereabouts 
information.

• Three Whereabouts Failures in 12 months is one of the 11 Anti-
Doping Rule Violations which athletes can be sanctioned for. 

Don’t forget!

Whereabouts information is a crucial part of any testing program 
helping to protect clean sport.

WADA’s regulatory documents are available 
on the Agency’s website. The material that 
WADA provides on its ADEL platform is 
intended for educational and informational 
purposes only. Any content or language used 
within the ADEL material would not supersede 
the provisions of the World Anti-Doping Code 
and/or the International Standards. 

ADEL and its education courses and 
information resources are managed by WADA 
and published by WADA in English as a 
minimum. 

In any case of any discrepancies between the 
English version or any version sponsored by 
an Anti-Doping Organization, the English 
version shall prevail.

wada-ama.org 
info@wada-ama.org 
facebook.com/wada.ama 
twitter.com/wada_ama




